man from venturing on the do- 
ing any Service to the publick, 
| to ſee how I am treated by 
» ſome, whom to my knowledge 1 
have never offended. The Sharpneſs 
of Stile, and the wreſting of my 
words; 'the concealing of ſome parts, 
and the miſrepreſenting others, are 
I confeſs, no new things. How lit- 
tle ſoever a man is concerned on his 
own account at ſuch ways of wri- 
ting (the ſenſe of his own Integrity 
giving a quiet that nothing can ſhake) 
yet ſo ill a Temper as ſome ciſcover, 
and the Effects that may haye in 
-hardning bad men in the Prejudices 
they have taken up againſt Religion 
in general, and more particularly 
againſt the Clergy, gives a very me- 
lancholy Proſpect. 

One is reniiiced to think there 
mult be ſomething elſe at bottom, 
when ſo moch Noiſe is made upon 
ſmall and (light grouuds. 

Are any offended with the Zeal 
that I have expreſſed againſt Popery ? 
Are others ſet againſt all moderate 
Principles, or the endeavours to for- 
tify the Church by as great an Uni- 
on, as could conſiſt with her Princi- 
ples, and with the deſires of the moſt 
Eminent Men that have been of our 
Communion, ware in the preſent and 
in the laſt Age? Are others ſuch 


OY 4 


1 have had cauſe to think W 8 | | 


Tomew hat elſe, 


-me. to determine. 


Sovereign and a Superior 35 


more or to Eminenter Perſons; Fei 
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es to the Revolullony 
ſe Late Government A 
the preſent ( for if 8 75 
upon the ſame bottom, 1 
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SITION, that gave the Rite 0 f 
Eager neſs which has been * 
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\ © Scripture. It ſcemeditherefore agreat 
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in the Diſguſt it has L 

and 
and for above a 
"Year after, there was ſo general an 


acquiring in the Book, that it did 
not then appear that any thin 
found out to be objecked to it, Theſe 
&- - Writers know beſt with what Spirit 
they read it: whether it was on de- 
ig to examine it candidly, or if it 


was 


was not to try their Skill at wreſting 


and finding favlt with it right or 


wrong: In this their own Conſci- 
Ences only can and muſt be appealed 


to: and there 1 leave it. 


- 
X - 


Some in general thought it was 


809 aſſuming to offer an Expoſition 


of the Articles of the Church; But 


"ure not the Oracles of God more ſacred 


things, than the Articles of any 
Church? And yet what are all Pa- 
raphraſes, Notes, and Commentaries, but 


4 Expoſitions of the Word of God? 
Suppoſe 


any part of a Paraphraſe or 
tary-ſhould be found to be 
dag do Men clamour upon that, 
d ſay the Scriptures are Corrupted ? 


Is not the Apoſtles Creed one of the 


moſt Important parts both of our 


Worſhip, and of one of our Articles ? 
but was it ever thought a Preſampti- 
on to write an Expoſition of that 


common Symbol of Chriſtians ? A, 


| Ticles, to which every one who ſerves 


in the Church, muſt ſubſcribe wil- 
ling and from their heart, profeſſing 


*that they believe them to be aAgreeable to 


be Word of God, ought to be well un- 


- - "gderſtood by thoſe who declare their 


*Unfeigned Aſſent to them. 

© - Biſhops are to try their Clergy by 
"their underſtanding of theſe, and by 
their being able to prove them by 
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I AIaſtruction 
about them. Rogers Book had its 


uſe and its courſe, and ſtood long 
without cenſure, notwithſtanding 
his Partiality to one fide : Yet of 


late, 'O fnioas different from his, 


prevailing, his Book wore out of uſe, 


"while no other came in its ſtead. 


This occaſſoned ſuch an Ignorance of 
our Articles, that ſome of thoſe who 
were to ſubſcribe them, ſeemed ſcarce 
ever to have read them, or to know 
any thing concerning them. This 
was felt by ſeveral of the Biſhops, 
who thought themſelves bound to ex- 
amine their Clergy with ſome Care, 
and did not know how to admit 
them to ſubſcribe Articles, to which 
they were ſuch ſtrangers. _ 

Beſides all this, ſome of the Arti- 
cles ſeemed to lean ſo entirely to an 
Abſolute Predeſtination, that ſome 
upon that account ſcrupled the ſub- 
ſcribing them; and others reproach- 
ed our Church with this, that tho? our 
Articles look'd one way, yet our 
Doctors for moſt part went the other 
way. It was fit that ſuch a Point 
ſhould be well cleared; that it was 
in order to that, that the late Bleſſed 
Queen did command me to Explain -. 
Thoſe Firſt, which She afterwards 


_ enlarged to all the XXXIX. 


When one thing fails, another 
mult be ſet up to keep up a Cla- 
mour ; and therefore my ſhewing 
in what Latitude the Articles may 
be ſigned, is made a Subject of much 
Cenſure; and my aſſerting that the 
taking them in the Literal and Gram- 
matical Sence is enough, is made a 
matter of Declamation, 


But 


on that account: 
ſuch an Enlargement ot Senſe, their 


But whence did I take theſe 


words? Was it not from a Declara- 


tion of K. Charles the Firſt's? And 
little doubt can be made, but that 
was prepared by Archbiſhop Land: 
So that 1 have an Authority on my 
ſide, which 1s generally ſacred with 
ſome people; tho? perhaps for my 
lake they will pay leſs Reſpect to it 
in this caſe. And this will be yet 
more evident, if the occaſion of pub- 
liſhing that Declaration is conſidered, 
The Aminian Party- (as they were 
call'd ) was then favoured : To theſe 
it was objected, That they departed 
from the true Senſe of the Articles : 
But it was anſwered by them, that 
ſince they took the Articles in their 
Literal and Grammatical Sen/e, they 
did not prevaricaie: And to ſupport 
this, that Declaration was ſet forth. 
40 not deny but Men of the Cal- 
viniſt Perſuaſion may think they have 
cauſe given them to complain of my 
leaving the Articles open to thoſe of 
another Perſuaſion; But thoſe of 
the Arminian fide muſt be Meu of a 
peculiar Tincture, who except to it 
Tho? without 


ſubſcribing them does not appear 
to agree ſo well with their Opinions, 
and with common Ingenuity. Some 
men will chuſe to ſtrike at one, 
whom without cauſe they make or 
account an Enemy, tho' they them- 
Tlves are wounded by it. 

lt has been an Opinion very much 
entertained among us, and plalply 
inſinuated by the Two Great Pri- 
mates of England and Ireland, Land 
Vind. of 1aud, and Bramball, to which 

Chap. 4. Biſhop Stillins fleet Was 


2 


laſinuation, that it ſeems ſome man 
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very favourable, That theſe wet 
ticles of Commugiion, and intended 
a Peaceable Conſent to an eſtabliſh + . 
Doctrine. If I had deſigned any u 4 
Latitude as is charged on me, i mu 
have tried what could be made o 3 
this, and how far it might be carried #* 
Yet I not only rejected this Nong 
in my Expoſition, but even in my Hi- 1 
ſtory ef the Reformation, | - 
when I gave an account Hift. Refer, 4 * 
of theſe Articles ; which 2d Part, at £ 
ſhews how ſettled 1 have = 
ever been in this Perſua- 2 
ſion; tho' Biſhop Stillin Ale excep ated * 
to that Paſſag e, and thou ght that at 5A 
leaſt I might leave it out. | 
The mentioning this great Name 538 
obliges me to anſwer a very ſpiteful” ** 
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are reſolved to keep up, as if IHM 
be- lied the Dead, when 1 affirm-that - A 
he expreſſed himſelf very fully in fa- "oct 
vour of this Work. Gr | 
taken both by this and by an 
Writer, to ſhew that it cannot be b 
lieved ; which is to accuſe me - 
downright Falſhood. I pray God for- 
give thoſe who diſcover ſuch an en- 
venomed Spite, But tho They her 
no Charity, there are Others Who 
have been o juſt as to offer their = 
Teſtimony in the ſolemneſt Manner, 
if required, that they beard that E- 
ninent Prelate expreſs himſelf much 
more fully concerning that Work, A 
thanl have pretended to relate. The 2 © 
are well known to be beycnd all ekx - YN 
ception. Some of them have told me 
that they cannot doubt but they have. 
reported this toPerſons who have car» A 3 J 
ried it to ſome of theſe very Writers, 4 & 
Let them think of this way of 
A 2 | pro 
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and unjuſt Cenſures. 
light a matter as they ſeem to reckon 
it, to undermine the Credit, and de- 
'trat from the Reputation of one, 


in every branch of it. 


Fanal -as they will, there is a 
and been Judge, and to 
Him t muſt one day give an Ac- 
count of all theſe Arts of Detraction, 
and of all their hard, uncharitable, 


It is not ſo 


Who, Whatever he may be, bas been 
engaged in a long Courſe of Publick 


. Services. and Eminent Stations, and 
Who has never deſ:rved any ill uſage 


at their hands. If their Conſciences 
are not paſt feeling, they will have 
fome Senſe of this : and if they are, 


-T am much ſorrier for the ill ſtate in 
which they are, than for all the bad 
uſage. Ican receive from them, 

- "A. Jealouſy. of Secinianiſm was an 
Artifice of the Popiſh Miſſionaries, 
that perhaps might do, them ſervice ; 
and therefore ic was no wonder if 


Men who ſtudied their Morals at the 


| es tf Jeſuits, allowed ot ſuch 
PraQices againſt their Adverſaries, 
"how unjuſt ſoever they knew them to 


be. But becauſe this might have then 
ſerved a turn, will men who pretend 
to any ſtrictneſs of Conſcience, co into 
the ſame defamatory Practices, when 
they may certainly kgow that there is 
no colour or ſhadow of truth in them? 


I appeal to al! who haveever conver- 


Ted familiarly with me, to all who 
have been formed by me in the Study 


of Divinity, or preparcd and exami- 
ned for Holy Orders; to all who have 


heard my Conferences with my Cler- 
gy, or have read either my Sermons 


or Treatiſes relating to thoſe matters, 


how uujuſt this Charge agaiuſt me is 
How much 
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pains have I taken, and I thank God, 


not without ſome ſucceſs, to ſhew how 


ill grounded that Prejudice againſt 
Myſteries is, which is taken from our 
not being able to comprehend them, 
or to reconcile them to our common 
Notions ? How coptouſly have I in- 
ſiſted on the proper Object of wor- 
ſhip, and ſhewed that it can be none 
but God; and that ſince the New Te- 


ſtament direQs us to offer it to Jeſus 


Chriſt, that therefore he muſt be tru- 


ly God? 


On theſe things I have in a courſe 
of 36 Years of my Miniſtry inſiſted 
much and frequently, but moſt par- 
ticularly during theſe laſt 13 Years, 
in which J have ſerved in a higher 
Station, Tis has appear'd ſo often, 
and with ſo much Zeal, that I might 
have xpected far ireatmen, even if 
it ſhould have happened that ſome— 
thing had fallen from me that want» 
ed cortection, or tant needed ſome 
ſattning Bur when my deſign 
in the maig 1s ſo vilible, and when 
the Colours that ſupport theſe black 
Accuſations are ſuch forced and ma- 
nifeſt Strainings of my words, a- 


gainſt tie ſenſe that I have ſo copi- 


ouſly aſſ-rted, I have reaſon to com- 
plain of the Injuſtice of ſome few 
Men, but at the ſame time to appeal 
to the Juſtice of God who knows the 


falſhood of that Charge, and the en- 


tire lincerity of my Heart in this 
matter; and my daily practice o 


worſhipping] ſus Chriſt as truly God, 


to whom I believe the Eternal Word 
was as truly united in One Perſon, 
as the Soul and Body make one man, 

Thi: Author charges me for the 
Reſpect I have oft expreſſed for the 
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Soscini ani. l do not deny but there is 
a Gravity in their way of Writing 
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WE mitated: And indeed ſome of our la— 
ter Writers have allowed themſelves 

thoſe liberties, that ſ:ch ſamples are 
| enough to prejudice a modeſt Reader 
againſt all they ſay. I know there is a 
ſſort of people, among whom bold 
and petulant ſtrains, and ſcornful 
and virulent Invectives, paſs for cha- 
Facers of aſſurance and victory. But 
et ſuch Wiiters triumph as much as 
they pleaſe, with their factious Herd; 
Men of better Tempers, and of riper 
© Judgments have another reliſh, and 
gare inclined to ſuſpect every thing 
that is ſ:t forth with ſo little of 


| 


common decency, not to ſy Chri- 


1 ſtianity. For this is it that I have ef 
ten propoſed the Socinan Writers, as 
Paterns: here is the ground of all 
1 that they can pretend, as to the value 
l ſet on them. 

| There is another particular which 
1 am told has off ended ſome better 
minds, and therefore I am u illing to 
lay hold on all occaſions to ſatisfy 
them. In one of the Letters that I 
= writ from Switzerland, when | tra- 
& velld thro? thoſe paits, I ſeem to 
have taken ſome pains, and to have 
© ſearched into many MSS. on deſign 
Ito deny the Authenticalneſs of that 
= verſe in St. John's Epiſtle, c. 5. v. 7. 
= of the Three that bear witneſs in Hea- 
ven, the Father, the Word, and the 
Hoh Ghoſt ;, and this paſſes for a de- 
ſigned ſervice to the Sccinian Cauſe, 
But many great men, who have ex- 
preſs'd much Zeal for the Doctrine of 
Z the Trinity, have yet doubted of this 


Paſſage; and it being the moſt impor- 
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ontroverſy, that I wiſh were more 


| | 24 
tant'of all the controverted Paſſages, 
where is there a juſt exception, if one 
who. trayeIPFd pretty quick, and fo 
could not look at many places, took 
more particular notice of this, and 
gave a faithful Account of what he 
met with, both for it and againſt it ? 

This Writer attacks my diſcourſe 
of the Divinity of Chriſt; but that is 
not the ſubje& of the preſent debate, 
which runs only upon the Expoſition 
of the Articles, When a Writer 
much of the ſize of the Charity of 
theſe men attack'd that Diſcourſe, it 


was fo fully vindicated, that all ſeem- 


ed to acquieſce in it, ſo I will ſay no 
more of that. | 

A new thing is next ſtarted, and 
a great ſh:w of reading is brought 
cu, to diſcover what Neſtorius's He- 
teſy was, and that is aboured to be 
faſtned on me: But he who writ all 
this, knzw very well that Neſtorius's 
way of illuſtrating the Union ot ths 
Divine & Humane Natui es in Chriſt 
was by comparing it to the Union of 
Man and Wife, or Soul and Spirit; 
whereas in oppoſition to him, the M- 
poſtatick Union was illuſt rated by that 
of Soul and Body, which coaſtitute 
One Man, and 15 did the Divine and 
Human Nature conſtitute one perſon 
in Chriſt. Now an ordinary meaſure 
of Candor would have taught this 
Writer to have obſcrved,that all thro? 
both my Diſourſe of the Divinity of 
Chriſt, and the Expcfition, I do ſtill 
illuſtrate it thus, That the Erernal Word 
was ſo inwardly united to 
the Human Nature of Jeſus Diſcourſe of 
Chriſt, that by vertue of it 3 
God and Man were truly © me:. 
One Perſon, as our Soul and Body my 
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One Man. In both theſe Books, the 


© former ſpecially, great pains is taken 
to give a clear Idea of the Union of 


Soul and Body ; for we are not now 
inan Age in which a few hard words 
( according to the way of the old 
Philoſophy ) will reſolve all doubts ; 
men ſeek for clearer Notions. I have 
therefore endeavoured to explain our 
Souls being united to Matter, by an 
Indwelling, and a vital actuating of 
Matter; and fo I ſhew how our Bo- 
dies ſubſiſt by the ſubſiſtence of our 
Souls; and from that 1 in ſome mea- 
ſure illuſtrate the Union and Inhabita- 
tion of the Eternal Word in the Human 
Nature, from which a Communication 
of Names and Characters ariſes,as from 
the Union of our Souls and Bodies. 
This I plaiuly diſtinguiſh from a Pro- 
phetical or Moral Indwelling. I confeſs, 
that as the term Inhabit ation ſeems 
the more Philoſophical, ſo I liked it 
the better, becauſe it was alſo Scrip- 

But ia Goncluſion, I ſay, we are 
not concerned whether Neſtorius was 
miſunderſtood and hardly uſed, or not; 
that is a matter of Fact. We are on- 
ly concerned in the Doctrine, which 
I aſſert is plain in the Scripture, 
That tho the Human Nature in Chriſt 
acted ſtill according to its proper Cha- 
rafter, and had a peculiar Mill, yet there 
was ſuch a conſtant preſence, indwelling 
and actuation on it from the Eternal 
Word, as did conſtitute both Human and 
Divine Nature one Perſon, A man 
who has not wrought himſelf up to 
a peculiar meaſure of Uncharitable- 
neſs, will hardly find in all this where 
to fix his Cenſure. A great deal 
therefore muſt be made of this, That 
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we are not concerned in the matter of Fatt 
with relation to Neſtorius. Our Do- 
ctrine I thought was all that we were 
concerned in. Even the Pleaders for 
the Infallibility of Councils, confeſs 
they may Err in their Judgments as 
to Facts. The Doctrine of Infalli- 
bility in Facts, is very new, and can 
hardly plead Preſcription. Two 
Eminent Men who were never cen- 
ſured for it, have very lately under- 


taken the Juſtification of Neſtorius: WM 
And indeed Mr. du Pir's relation of 


that whole Controverſie, looks very 
like an Apology for kim. A man 
will not be inclined to have very 
good thoughts of that Affair, from 
Cyril's Conduct both at Alexandria 
before the Council ſat, and during 
the whole progreſs of their proceed- 
ings after the Council, which gave 
no ſmall ſcandal to the World; ſo 
that I cannot ſee where the harm is, 
of waving the diſcuſſion of that part 
of Church Hiſtory. 

| ſee it not quite new for Neſtori- 
aniſm to be taken up as a Calumny 
that hath a ſound like to produce a 
great Effect. The Feſuits have re- 
proached the Fanſeniſts with it: Some 
angry Divines in Holland have allo 
thrown it about them; ſo I muſt be 
contented to bear my ſhare. 

To mike this Accuſition look more 
dreadful, the ſtory of Samoſatenus, 
and of his Accuſer, one of his own 
Presbyters, mult be brought out. If 
Fame is to be credited, he had a par- 
ticular end in this to juſtify himſelf, 
ſince it is believed, That this is the 
work of a Presbyter of mine; only! 
wiſh he lookt after his Cure, as much 
as he does after the Accuſing his Bi- 

ſhop. 
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ſhop. » 1 mall only ſay, as to the ſeve- 


"rity, which he ſeems to threaten me 


Mith, Men of ſuch Tempers would 
make one grow ſoon weary of dealing 
with ſo much ill-nature and conten- 
tion; or with thoſe whoſe teeth are as 
ſpears and arrows, and whoſe tongue is 
a ſharp Sword, If a ſenſe of Duty, 
and of maintaining the Poſt in 
which the Providence of God has put 
one, did not call ſor a greater firm- 
neſs; it would be no hard thing in 
our preſent circumſtances, to imitate 
Naxzianzen's practiſe, A man may be 
tempted to grow weary even of Life 
it ſelf, when he ſees he dwells among 
them who hate Peace, | 

. As to what is Obje&ed concern- 
ing the Cloud of Glory, I need only 
affirm, that I never thought that the 
material Cloud was to be worſhip- 
ped, but that the outward Act of 
Adoration was directed towards it, 
only becauſe it appeared that God 
was there viſibly preſent: And that 


without that Inhabitation, Idolatry | 


had been! committed, But this Ob- 


In the Vindi- 
cation of my merly ſo fully anſwer- 
Four, Diſcour- ed, that men who act 
ſes. honeſtly, would never 
have made uſe of it, without conſi- 
dering what has been already ſaid 
upon that matter, 

Can any thing be more tri- 
fling than the noiſe has been made 
about what 1 ſaid concerning 
Chriſt's Deſcent into Hell? 
Are there greater Vou— 
chers in this Age than 
Uſher, Hammond, Pearſon, Stillingfleet, 
Barrow and Lightfoot! and have not 
I trod in their Steps? If ſome Di- 


The Pre fatory 
Diſcuurſe. 
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vines have ſoexplaind the Deſcent into 


jection has been for- 


Hell, that thereby they have made a 
Tautology in ſo ſhort a Formulary as 
the Apoſtles Creed, can it be thought 
ſo heinous a thing, to ſuppaſe the like 
in our Article? This 1 ſtate as the 
Opinion of ſome, but do not call it 
my own; ſo a mighty outcry muſk 
be made, becauſe 1 allow this is a 
ſenſe that ſome have put on the Ar- 
ticle, which they think the words will 
well bear: And is it not ſo ? where 
is the Fault? Iſee it not: But Ma- 
lice is ſharper- ſighhtet. ws 

I will not follow that angry Wrt- 
ter through all that he has rak'd to- 
gether, Iam not ſo much his Ene- 
my, as to endeavour to expoſe him: 
he has done it too much himſelf. 


But before he engaged in it, he ſhould 


have been furniſhed with a little more 


Learning, and with a great deal more 
of that which is much better, both 


more Integrity, and more Charity. 
Vet he is much more eaceia bee 
than this ſecond Writer; for he ha- 
ving ſo ſmall a meaſure of knowledg, 
and that chiefly from ſecond hand, 
having heard more from another, as 
Jam told, than he ſeems to have ga- 
thered by his own reading; he, l {ay, 
may be more innocently. miſtaken, 
than one who has taken more palgs, 
and has conſidered things more care- 
faly ; 1 wiſh I could add, more ho- 
neſtliy. 1 will not follow him into 


his dark Notions of Satrsfaftiongyl 


take thoſe that the Scripture offers, 
and reſt in them, leaving Subtilties 
that are not in Scriptures, to men 
that delight in ſuch Metaphyſicks. 
Only when he cites ſo Voluminous 
an Author as Gretius, on deſign to 
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me the He, he wouid hi 
ed the place. I find*hpthiog 
e it, but a great deal to the con- 
trary in his Book de Sat i fact ione 7 
Which was the moſt proper to be ci- 


| ted on th occaſion. we! 

13 It has not been an eaſy thing to 
1 bring me to write any thing in my 
N own Juſtification,, As to the firſt of 
| 1 * theſe Books, I never yet ſpoke with 
his > any perſon that thought there was 


any one ſingle paſſage in it that al- 
tered/their thoughts of any part of 
my Book? as in the reading it over, 
I did not feel any one part of it that 
Piniched, or that would diſpoſe me to 
alter any one word in a ſubſequent 
Edition. Something of an Art of 
Writing 4 obſerved in it, that had 
too nuch botwof Craft and Spite. 
Some fancied«that a Book, tow 
frifling ſoever, unanſwered; might 
make an Impreſſion ;, and that ſilence 
upon ſuch an Attack, might look like 
Convickion or 
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would have. 


Confeſkon® By thaſe 


'F preſſed to write Tontewhat by 
1 way of Anfwer: Yet I could not 
132 prevailed on, till this ſecond Attempt 
| 3,525 made me think it might be proper 
1 now to ſay ſomewhat; which 1 hope 
1 1 have Wane in a way that became 
1 | Jes and the Station I am in, rather 
1 .than in @ way which thoſe angry 
WE amen might have juſtly drawn on 
| inlet. „ | 
1 In a word, to conclude this con- 
i : — — 
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tefitioys Strain. with ſome betten, 
ih oughts : Is this à time fot Clergyß 
men to give ſuch a diverſion i 
bad an Age as that we live in? What 
will the common Cauſe of Chr iſt ia- 
nity, of Religion, and of our Church 
gain by it? Are we not ſenſible that 
we furniſh the Enemies of our Faith, 
with prejudices, not only againſt our 
ſelves, but even againſt our moſt holy 
Faith; while we wound it thro' one 
anothers ſides? And when the Con- 
cerns, or rather the Viſible Pre ſerva- 
tion of the Proteſtant Religion, and 
of common Safety and Liberty, are 
now in ſo high a Criſis, and ſo near 
a great Iſſue, what can be thought of 
thoſe who ſeem to Imploy their time 
and ſtudies with ſo much earneſtneſs 
in raiſing new Broils, and engaging 
us into ſuch violent Animoſities ? 
Where is the Wiſdom as well as 
Charity of ſuch Proceedings? Is not 
this a ſtroke from God, which ſeems 


to be 2 fore - runner of more dread- 
ful ones??? | ep 125} 
Oh that God would pour out ano- 
ther Spirit upon us; that we the 
Prieſts and Miniſters of the Lord, may 
fall proſtrate before him, and ſay, 
Spare thy people, O Lord, and give not 
thy Heritage to confuſion, With this 
Thought lend this, being the Eve of 
the Faſt-day, and therefore I turn 
my ſelf to Exerciſes more ſuitable to 
this Great Occaſion. 
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